
Wetland and Prairie Restoration Project 

 
 

Objective:  Restore approximately 3.5 acres east of the “Westcliff” 
residence to native prairie and wetlands.  This restoration would 
involve two ecosystems:  1) approximately 1.5 acres of wetlands 
surrounding a small pond, and 2) approximately 2 acres of prairie 
contiguous with the existing Bennett-Johnson Prairie.  
 

 

 

Wetland Restoration:  The pond adjacent to the Bennett-Johnson 
Prairie is part of a natural drainage system that connects to the 
recently restored Iris Pond wetlands and to the Green Heron Pond.  
This watershed is a valuable natural resource that provides aquatic 
and wildlife habitats and is important for flood control, 
groundwater recharge, and water quality.  The 1.5 acre wetlands 
will be restored from a degraded wetland invaded by reed 
canarygrass and hybrid cattails to a beautiful and diverse wetland 

composed of native species.  The non-native vegetation will be eradicated using herbicides and burning.  
The area will be reseeded (by Arboretum staff) with a diverse mixture of native sedges, grasses, and 
forbs.  Shoreland buffer plants to intercept nutrients and reduce runoff, erosion, and sedimentation will 
be planted in a twenty foot wide strip around the edge of the pond and on the island in the pond.  Spot 
treatments to control reed canarygrass and other non-native invasive plants will continue after planting.  

 

Prairie Restoration:  The Bennett-Johnson Prairie will be expanded and tied in to the recently acquired 
“Westcliff” residence.  This addition to the prairie will replace non-native grasses that are mowed with 

diverse native plants that require little maintenance. 
Existing vegetation will be removed with herbicides 
and by burning.  Native grasses will be seeded by 
Prairie Restorations Inc. and small wildflower plants 
will be planted by Arboretum staff.  A cover crop will 
also be seeded by Prairie Restorations, Inc.  Spot 
treatments with herbicides will continue after planting. 

 

TO SUPPORT THE WETLAND AND PRAIRIE RESTORATION PROJEST, 
 PLEASE CONTACT BEVERLY ANGLUM AT 952-443-14070 

 


